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The FSY Year 1 Science CD includes a copy of the open-source program Audacity which can be used to record, add effects to and playback sounds. More detailed documentation is included but here are some simple ideas.

Recording a Sound

You will need to have an internal microphone or a microphone plugged into the correct socket of your computer. To record a sound press the button that contains a red circle, make your sound and then press the brown square to stop the recording.

Selecting the sound

Choose the selection tool (I). Hold the left mouse button down at the beginning of the sound and drag across to the end of the sound. The sound wave should be highlighted. If you wish you can then trim the sound by selecting “Trim” from the “Edit” menu.

Playback

Click at the beginning of the sound and use the green triangle button to play it.

Applying Effects

A number of effects can be applied to the sound using the “Effects” menu (you will need to have the sound highlighted). You might like to try:

· Changing the pitch to make the sound higher or lower.

· Changing the speed to make the sound play faster or slower.


· Changing the tempo which makes the sound play more quickly without altering the pitch.

· Adding an echo.

· Reversing the sound so that it plays backwards.

· Adding a delay.

The outcome of applying each effect can then be discussed with the children.

Using Pre-recorded Sounds

The following internet sites contain sound effects that you are free to download and use within the classroom:

A1 Sound Effects:  http://www.a1freesoundeffects.com
Partners in Rhyme: http://www.partnersinrhyme.com
Explore these sites to find the sounds that you require. Right-click on the sound and select “Save Target As…” to save it to your computer. You may not be able to do this from a school computer as the security settings on some school networks prevent sound files from being downloaded. If you experience this you could download the files on a personal computer and save them to a floppy disk for use in school.

Downloaded sounds can be loaded into Audacity so you can play them and experiment with the different effects.





Objectives:  that there are many different sources of sounds;  to explore sounds using their sense of hearing;  to make observations of sounds by listening carefully;
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